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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m tov discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

[ only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 


—ieueve-~ 
VINDICATION OF RADICAL REFORM, 
| BY THE 
Rev. RoBerRT Harr, of Leccester. 
aie 


This gentleman wrote some. years since a work under 
the tithe of an ** Apology for the Freedom of the Press, 
“and for General Liberty ;” and having recently re- 
published it, a set of hypocrites and timesservers who 
conduct a periodical publication, called the Christian 
Guardian, made a violent and illiberal attack upon the 
writer; and, ina tissue of sophistries equally impious 
and servile, attempted to hold him up to obloquy, and 
reproach, for having dared to advocate those principles 
of general liberty, upon which all national prosperity, as 
wel as individual safety and happiness, must be founded. 
These hypocrites audaciously adopt the falsehood, that 
the,scriptures “ inculeate without qualification, reserva- 
on, or restriction, the obvious and indispensable duties 

of submission, honour, and obedience,” to whatever 
power may chance to exist. If the scriptures did this 
they would deserve to be rejected; but so far from this 
lebasement of the dignity of the human species, there 


are no Writings so replete with instances of the punish- 
Vou. VII. No. 10. 
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ment of wecked rulers, and the destruction of tyranni. 
cal governments. We shall not, however, anticipate the 
chastisement which Mr. Hall himself has inflicted y 
these base sycophants:—but call the attention of our 
readers to his defence of himself, in the following letter 
addressed to the Editor of the Leicester Chronicle. 





‘*SeK, 

“A violent atiack on my character having appeared in 
vour paper a very few weeks since, contained in an extract from 
a periodical work entitled the Christian Guardian, J rely oa 
y ur impartiality for permitting me to repel the accusation 
through the same medium. It the misrepresentations which | 
have to complain of, had been confined within the bounds of 
decency, 1 should have consulted my ease by remaining silent; 
but the writer, whoever he is, has availed himself of the impu- 
nity attached to anonymous communications so unsparingly, 
that I might be justly charged, not only with a criminal in- 
difference to character, but with being accessary to the delusion 
of the public, were I to make no reply. 

“The amount of my offence consists in uttering a new edi 
tion of a political pamphlet, which made its first appearance 
many years sce, and passed through several editions. This 
writer says J might have suppressed it, but the contrary is the 
fact. The term of copy-right is well known to extend to four- 
ieen years, after which any one is at liberty to republish a work, 
without the conseat of the author. More than that time had 
elapsed since the last edition, and as it was at the option of any 
bookseller to reprint it, so 1 was assured fram various quarters, 
that whether I consented or not, it would certainly be repub- 
lished, The only alternative that remained was, either to suffer 
it to come forth in a form, perhaps post incorrect, and mingled 
with foreign infusions, or to publish it under my own eye, and 
with such alterations avd corrections as the author might deem 
proper. The latter was preferred, and for this a torrent of 
uivective has issued from the Caristian Guardian. 
‘It certainly is very unusual for a writer to suppress his own 
publications, unless he has recanted the principles they contain. 
To persevere in doing so, naturally exposes him to the suspt- 
cion either that he has renounced his former opinions, or that 
be 1s afraid to avow them: but neither of these situations ¥ 
mine. I have changed no principle, and I feelno fear. Why 
‘hen should f act in sueh a manner as must render me perps; 
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tually liable to either of these imputations ? For a considerable 
me indeed, after loud and repeated importunities, I declined 
a compliance with the wishes expressed for republication, from 
a sincere reluctance to engage in political controversy. By one 
party, in the meais while, it was my fortune to be sv tnequivo- 
cally claimed as a convert, and by the other so assailed with 
reproaches as an apostate, that I was convinced by experience 
(here was no other way of putting an end to the misrepresenta- 
tions of both, but to republish the original pamphlet. Had I 
cever written it, the same motives which made me reluctant to 
repriut, might probably have prevented my writing it; but since 
there is not a principle in it which L can conscientiously retract, 
and my silence has occasioned numerous misrepresentations and 
mistakes, the fairand maniy part was doubtless to republish it. 
An ingenuous mind is not less ashamed of receiving praises it 13 
conscious it has not deserved, than indignant at reproaches 
which are not merited. 

“ But a Minister of the Gospel, it seems, is on no occasion to 
meddle with party politics. How exactly this maxim was ad- 
hered to at the commencement of the late war, when military 
banners were consecrated, and: the people every where sum- 
moned to arms, 

‘By pulpit drum ecclesiastic, 

‘ Beat with fist instead of a stick,’ 
inust be fresh in the recollection of my readers. The men whe 
in the gaeb of clergymen bustle at electioneering meetings, for- 
sooth, are not really such, but merely assume the disguise of 
that holy order, since it would be uncandid to suppose the 
can si universally lose sight of what is befitting Ministers of the 
Gospel. ‘The venerable bench of Bishops who sit in the House 
of Lords, either attend in silent pomp, without taking any part 
mM the deliberations, or they violate the character of Ministers 
of the Gospel. We must have been grossly imposed upon by 
the public prints, which informed us of the Clergy of a whole 
Archdeaconry or Diocese, meeting to petition Parliament against 
the Catholic Claims, since they could never with one consent, 
depart so far fromthe d corum of Ministers of the Gospel’ 

“The plain state of the case is, not that the writer is offended 
itmy meddling with politics, but that | have meddled on the 
Wrong side. Had the same mediocrity of talent been exerted 
in eulogizing the measures of Ministry, his greetings would have 

ten as loud, as his invective is bitter. But it was exerted te 
pene public abuses, te urge the necessity of Reform, and lay 
ig the tergiversation of the Heaven-born Minister, and Sun- 

y Duellist, who after devoting the day of rest to deeds of 
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bloud, has by a stravge fatality, obtained a sort of politica 
beatification, Hine lla lachryme. 

“ Another head of accusationis, that { have censured the cha- 
racter of Bishop Horsley, whose character, the Reviewer felle 
us “is far removed beyond my attack, while I have eulogised 
Dr. Price and Dr. Priestiey, Socinians.” To this it ix sufficient 
toreplythat Dr, Price was not a Socinian, but an Arian; he Wrote 
professedly in confutation of Socinianism; and though | disap. 
prove-of bis religious principle, | feel no hesitation in affirming, 
in spite of the frantic and unprincipled abuse of Burke, that» 
more ardent and enlightened friend of his country never lived 
than that venerable patriarch of freedom. Such were the sen. 
timents of the worshipful Corporation of London, who ip token 
of their esteem presented him with the freedomr of the City iy 
a golden box ; such was the judgment of Mr. Pitt, who long 
professed himself his admirer, and condescended to.seek his 
advice on questions of finance. Dr. Priestley, it is acknow- 
ledged, was aSocinian; but it was not under that character that 
he was eulogised. It was as the friend of liberty, the victimof 
intolerance, and the author of some of the most brilliant 
plulosophical discoveries of modern times, for which he was 
celebrated throughout Europe, and his name enrolled as 2 
member of the most illustrious institutions; se that my eulogy 
was but a mere feeble echo of the applause which resounded 
from every civilized portion of the globe. And are we sudden- 
ly fallen back mto the darkness and ignorance of the middle 
ages, during which the spell of a stupid and unfeeling uniformity, 
bound the nations in iron slumbers, that it has become a crime te 
praise aman for talents which the whole world admired, and 
for virtues Which his enemies confessed, merely because his re- 
ligious creed was erroneous? If any thing could sink Ortho- 
doxy into contempt, it would be iis association with such gothic 
barbarity of sentiment, such reptile meanness, What renders 
the wretched bigotry of the Reviewer the more conspicuous | 
that the eulogy in question was written almost immediately 
after the Birmingham riots, that disgraceful ebullition of popu: 
lar phrenzy, during which a ferocious mob tracked his steps like 
bloodhounds, demolished his house, destroyed his library and 
apparatus, and advancing from thence to the destruction of 
public and private buildings, filled thé whole town and vicinity 
with terror and dismay. Whatsort ef a Christian Guardian 
the Reviewer would lave proved on this occasion, may be easily 
inferred from his passing over these atrocities in sileace, while 
he discharges his malice on their ugotfending victtm. 


‘ The ui x!nty D: mo) furs noe ning bOegn, admits of excep 
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voas; and as 1 am vilified for censuring Bishop Horsley, 
whose character, it is atirmed, ‘is far removed beyond my at- 
tack,’ while ] praised Priestley, the Socinian, justice compels 
ne to remark (what the Reviewer probably knows well enough) 
hat in the virtues of private life, Dr. Priestley was as inuch supe- 
rior to bis antagonist, as he was inferior in the correstaess of 
his speculative tueology. 2 ? 

“From the principles avowed tn the apology, this writer as- 
rts that it is evident, } asa to be classed to all intents and pur- 
poses with Radical Reformers. This charge is grounded on my 
recommendation of Annual Parliaments and Universal Suffrage. 
Now he either knows that Mr. Pitt, in conjunction with the 
Duke of Richmond, presided at public Meetings, in which an- 
nual Parliaments and the extension of the nght of Suffraye to 
all householders were recommended, or he does not. Jf he 
pleads ignorance of the fact, what presumption is ii for a man 
so uninformed to write upon the subject. If lie kuows it, let 
me ask, was Mr. Pitta Radical Reformer at the time he re- 
commended those measures? If he was, | plead guilty to the 
charve; but if he was not, the recommendation of a similar 
nlan is no evidence of my Leing a Radical. Lor my own part, 
| feel the utmost contempt of the charge of Radicalism. A 
Radical Reformer, if we attend to the import of words, is one 
that goes to the root of the evil, that proposes not merely to 
palliate, but to extirpate it. And what is that Reform worth 
that proposes less? He who labours under an inveterate ma- 
lady, wishes for a radical cure :—he would put little value on a 
remedy that should mitigate the pain, without reaching the 
source of the disorder. If the appellation of Radical Reformer 
sintended to denote a Revolutionist, it is most absurdly ap- 
plied to the advocates of Annual Parliaments and Universal 
Suffrage, because the tirst of these measures is merely a yevival 
of the ancient practice, and the latter most consonant to the 
senius of a free Constitution, which pre-supposes the extension 
of the elective franchise to all who can be presumed to have a 
will of their own; the exercise of this right, coupled with the 
Practice of voting by ballot, would, in my humble opinion, be 
the best expedient for securing the freedom and tranquillity of 
tlections, Be this as it may, a sincere proposal of Reform, 
Must difler essentiaily from the proposal of 2 Revolution. If 
by styling mea Radical Riformer, this writer intends to impute 
thio — I say it is a calumny and a falsehood ; 
Peal . enge _ to produce a single sente ice from iny pub- 

Mone. which sustains such a charge, or which ronvicts me o 
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hostility to the existing order of things, as consisting of King 
Lords, and Commons. But if he means, that Iam for such « 
teform as will cut up corruption by the roots, I feel no inelina. 
tion to disavow it. He wishes, it is evident, to fix the impres. 
sion that I am hostile to the regal branch of the Constitution - 
but shrinks from making the assertion, and endeavours to cae. 
vey the venom of his accusations, through the subtle vehicle of a 
dark and ambiguous phraseology. 

“ For what purpose, but that of exciting hatred and horror, 
he has thought fit to couple my name with the mention of Hone 
and Carlile, it is not easy to conjecture. The blasphemy of 
their publications is quite as disgusting to me as to himself; but 
I am at a loss to conceive the justness of that reasoning which 
would infer that no political corruption however enormous, no 
inal-administration however flagrant, must be exposed to ani- 
madversions, until these men have ceased to exhale their im- 
pieties. Let this principle ence be admitted, and we shall never 
want Hones and Carliles in abundance: to remove a shield so 
easily purchased, and so effectually in the protection of every 
abuse, might be deemed an infatuation.* 

“< * He (the Author of the Apology) pleads,’” says the Re- 
viewer, ‘ for Annual Parliaments, for Universal Suffiage, for the 
‘unfettered publication of every kind of blasphemy, for the ex- 
clusion of the relatives of Noblemen from the House of Com- 
mons, for the overthrow of all ecclesiastical establishments, and 
for the Sovereignty of the people. In what part of the sacred 

‘volume,’ he adds, ‘ he has discovered the least sanction for any 
one of these notions, we are at a loss to imagine.’ The fatuity 
of this remark baffles all description. For why may I not re- 
tort his own language and say,—This Author pleads for Septen- 
nial Parliaments, tor Limited Suffrage for the admission of the 
relatives of noblemen to the House of Commons, and for the 
support of ecclesiastical establishments, but in what part of 
the sacred volume he finds the least sanction for them I am @ 
a loss to imagine. But when did I plead for the publication of 


— 





* In this paragraph, Mr. Hall bas fallen into a very soaps 
but a very gross error:—that of taking for granted what shouli 
be proved before it is admitted as the basis of an argument. 10 the 
next paragraph, Mr. Hall defines blasphemy to be “ speaking 6 
*tumliously of GOD.” If this be correct, Mr. Carlile tne 
phemer. Mr. Hone can bardly be accused of blasphemy, * Me 
three successive Juries declared him guiltless of the wecusals 
which a vindictive Ministag preferred against hun. 
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plasphemy fettered or unfettered ? To plead for the liberty of 
divulging speculative opinions, is one thing, but to assert the 
right of uttering biasphemy another. For blasphemy, w hich is 
ihe speaking contumliously of God, is not a speculative error : 
it isan overt act; a crime which no state should tolerate. Io 
relation to the question of ecctesiastical establishments, since I 
am challenged to produce any passage ‘from Scriptare whieh 
sanctions my opposition to them, I beg leave to refer him to our 
Lords declaration: ‘ Every plant which my heavenly Father 
has not planted shall be rooted up.’ That national churches, 
or exclusive establishments of religion by the Civil Magistrate 
wre one of these plants, will not be denied, since nothing of that 
kind, it is universally allowed existed! during the three first and 
purest ages of Christianity, aud not being authorised by the 
great Head of the Church, it must, if we believe him, be rooted 
up. 1 have used then the term great Head of the Church, 
by way of distinction from that dittde Head which the Church 
of England has invented, dnd on which, whether it be a b-auty 
ora deformity in the body of Christ, the scriptures are certainly 
as silent, as on Universal Suffrage, and Annual Parliaments. 
“Tt may not be improper in this place to notice a curious 
argunent which the reviewer adducés in support of his darling 
tenet of passive obedience and non-resistance, from the prevail- 
ing and inherent depravity of human nature. He reminds us 
that mavkind are represented in scripture as ‘ alike depraved 
and unruly,’ and from these premises attempts to enforce that 
luterpretation of scripture which would annibilate the liberties 
of mankind and reduce thei without ‘ restriction or reservation’ 
to a passive submission to their political superiors. On another 
occasion, I have sufficiently rescued the sentiments of the in- 
spired writers from such a detestable imputation, by shewing 
that their design is merely to inculcate the general duty of obe- 
dieuce to government, as the ordinance of God, while they 
leave the Just bounds of authority, and the limits of obedience to 
the revulation and adjustment of reason and experience ; a task 
to Which they are perfectly adequate. But how does the de- 
pravity of human nature evince the necessity of passive obedi. 
euce and non-resistance, unless it is contended that the ruling 
part of mankind are mot depraved? ‘Phat mankind are na- 
turally ‘ depraved and unruly’ affords a good argument for the 
existence of Government itself; but since they are ‘ alike de- 
Praved and unruly,’ since governors partake of the same corrup- 
fon as the people, aggravated too often by the possession of 
power whieh inflames the passions and corrupts the heart, co 
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alledge the depravity of human nature as a reason for submissiog 
to arbitrary power, lnvolves the absurdity of supposing that the 
cure of one degree of wickedness is to be obtained by affordin 

unlimited licence to a greater. Retrace the annals of all time. 
and nations, and vou will find in the triumph of despotism, the 
triumph of wickedness; you will find that men have been vir. 
tuous, noble and disinterested, just in proportion as.thev have 
been free. ; 

The Reviewer affects to triumph over me, on account of the 
supposed failure of the prediction, that ruin would speedily en- 
sue, unless prevented by reform. ‘ Has this dreadful alierna. 
live, he asks, ‘ fallen upon us? ‘The present comparative pros. 
perous and improving circumstances of the kingdom, answers, 
No. The general state of the country, the average condition 
of the great mass of the people is better, aud not worse than 
atthe time when Mr. Hall first: published this direful presage.’ 

“Tam at a loss to reply in suitable terms to a writer who 
seems to glory at setting truth at defiance. Let me ask the 
reader Whether he thinks there is a single person to be found in 
the nation, who really believes our condition as a peuple is im- 
proved within the last thirty years. Where is this improve- 
ment to be found; is it in the augmentation of the national 
debt to three times its former amount, in the accumulated 
weight of taxes, in the increase of poor rates, in the depres- 
sion of land, to less than one half of its former value, in the 
ruin of the agricultural interest, in the thousands, and tens of 
thousands of farmers, who are distrained for rent, and they 
and their families reduced to beggary? Has this writer already 
forgotten the recent distress of the manufacturing class, who 
from failure of employment and the depression of wages, 
were plunged into despair, while numbers of them quitted their 
homes, and sought u precarious and scanty relief, by dragging 
through the country loaded waggons and carts, like beasts of 
burden? Is it inthe rapid and portentous multiplication of 
crimes, by which our prisons are glutied with male- factors ! 
If these are indications of increasing prosperity, we may justly 
adopt the language of the liturgy, ‘ from such prosperity, good 
Lord deliver us.’ 

“To do the writer Justice, he has the grace to admit some 
thing like an exception respecting the agricultural ene 
though he expresses himself with the diffidence becoming ne 
solution of so difficulta problem. ‘ If any exception, $455 he, 
can be found it isin the agricultural interest,” but he adc » 
‘if those are to Le believed, who ongh? 10 be judges, ths " 
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ne ascribed to the want of legal protection. —Now two corn 
ills have been passed of late years for the express protection 
of the agriculturist ; the last of these in open contempt of the 
ventinents and wishes of the people. Previous to the passing 
of these bills, agriculture was in a comparatively flourishing 
wate; since these laws were enacted, it has experienced a de- 
pression beyond all example; and in the face of these facts, 
this writer has the assurance to inform us, that in the opinions 
of those who ought to be judges, the ev!l is wholly to be as- 
cribed to the want of legal protection. But who are these 
highly privileged mortals who are to be implicitly believed, be- 
cause ‘ they ought to be judges’? If there is any class of per- 
sons whose opinions on these questions is entitled to deference 
and respect, they ure undoubtedly political economists, men 
who have made the sources of national wealth, the principle 
subject of their enquiry ; and where wiilhe find one, from 
Adam South to the present time, who has not reprobated the 
interference of legislature with the price of corn? ‘To say no- 
thing of the reasoning of that great philosopher, which ts un- 
answerable, common sense will teach us, that laws to raise the 
price of produce, are unjust and oppressive taxes ou the whole 
community, for the exclusive benefit of a part. There is a 
description of men who are accustomed systematically to yield 
up their understandings to others, who in their view ought to 
be judges: it is needless to add, that the present writer, is 
evidently of this servum pecus, this tame and passive herd, and 
that his knowledge of the subject is just what might be expected 
trom one who thinks by proxy. These men forgetting, or af- 
fecting to forget, that the exercise of power, in whatever hands 
it is placed, will infalliably degenerate into tyranny, unless it 
is carefully watched, make it their whole business to screen its 
abuses, 10 suppress enquiry, stifle complaint, and inculcate on 
public as their only duty, a quiet and implicit submission to 
the direction of those who, to speak in the vocabulary of slaves, 
“eught to be judges.” These are the men by whom the eonsti- 
‘won is endangered; these the maxims by which free states 
de easlaved. If that freedom which is the birthright of Britons 
» “ested to go down to succeeding generations it must result 
Lips prevalence of an opposite spirit, a lofty enthusiasm, 
ihe sends — to liberty, and an incessant jeaiousy of 
ney of power to enlarge its pretensions, and eatend 
© &ieroachments. 
an ae ees ys asserts, that my whole pamphlet is an argu. 
avour of the supremacy aud infallibility of the people, 
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und of the necessity of paying an implicit obedience to the leas: 
expression of their will.’ 

“ This, [ must assure the reader isa gross and wilful misrepre. 
sentation. In no part of the pamphlet, have I pleaded for any such 
doctrine. All that I have asserted is, that, in proportion as the 
House of Commons is in unison with the people, animated by the 
same sympathies, and affected by the same interests, in the same 
proportion will it accomplish the design of its functions, asa Re- 
presentative assembly, and that a reform is absolutely necessary 
in order to restore it to that conjunction of interest and of fee’- 
ings, on which its utility as the popular branch of the legislature 
depends. The necessity of such an union between the people 
and their Representatives, is manifest from the very meaning of 
the terms, for it were quite needless for them to be at the pains 
of chusing men, who m consequence of a foreign bias are pre. 
pared to contradict their sentiments, and neglect their interests, 
A House of Commons, which should consist of Court Syco- 
phants and ‘Tyrants, would exhibit nothing more than the 
mockery of representation, By artfully transferring what | 
have said of one branch of the legislature to the whole, and 
presenting even that in an exaggerated form, he bas represented 
me as reducing the government to such an immediate and in- 
cessant independence on the popular will as never entered my 
thoughts, and would be utterly incompatible with the ge- 
nius of a lim.ted monarchy. 

Having already trespassed on the patience of my readers, } 
shall close with one remark on the eulogium pronounced by the 
Reviewer on the character of the late Mr. Pitt. He appeare 
to be extremely shocked with the freedom and severity of my 
strictures on his conduct as implying a forgetfulness of his sin- 
gular disinterestedness and his ‘ perfect devotion to his country. 
As this has become a favourite topic with the admirers of that 
celebrated minister, it is necessary to remind them, that there 
ure other vices besides the love of money, and other virtues 
besides that of dying poor. It may be easily admitted that 
the ambition which grasps at the direction of an empire, and 
the pitiful passion for accumulation, were not the inmates ot 
the same bosom. In minds of a superior order, Ambition, 
like Aaron's rod, is quite sufficient to swallow up the whole fry 
of petty propensities. —Far be it from me to wish to withhold an 
atom of the praise justly due to him. ‘That he devoted much 
time aud a considerable portion of talent to the atiairs of Ins 
country is undeniable, The evils which he has brought upow 
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serenot the production of an ordinary mind, vor the work of 
a day, nor done in sport; bet what I contend for is, that to 
say nothing of his unparalleled constancy, and devotion to his 
country, and what was worse, its devotion to him, have been the 
source of more calamity to this nation, than any other event 
that hus befallen it. and that the memory of Pitt will be iden- 
tified in the recollection of posterity with accumulated taxes, 
augmented debt, extended pauperism, a debasement and pros- 
tration of the public mind, and a system of policy not only 
hostile to the cause of liberty at home, but prompt and eager to 
detect aud tread out every spark of liberty in Europe ; in a word 
with all those images of terror and destruction, which the name 
imports. The enthusiasm with which his character is regarded 
by a numerous class of his countrymen wiil be ascribed by a 
distant age, to that mysterious infatuation which in the inscrut:- 
able counsels of Heaven, is the usual, the destined precursor of 
the fall of Ststes. 
‘Tam, Si, 
** Your humble Servant, 
* ROBERT HALL.” 


Leicester, Feb, Oth, 1822. 
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A CARD TO THE BRIDGE STREET GANG. 
nae 


The Black Dwarf presents his respects to the Gang 
usually assembled in Bridge-street, for the purpose of 
hunting out dibecs. Heartily commiserating their bad 
fortune, in poaching over the pages of the Radical Press, 
he begs leave to inform them where they may find game 
in abundance ; and trusts he may contribute to the sport 
of the Gang, by his present information. If they but 
turn to the pages of The Courier, Morning Post, 
Slop Pail, and other ministerial enclosures, they wili 
find food for at least a hundred indictments against the 
Editors of those loyal and pious Journals, under the head 
of Parliamentary Reports ; in which the Court of King’s 
Bench is abused with a degree of insolence, that out- 
Weighs any thing in the history of modern censure. The 
a rogues have, indeed, attempted to disguise the 
ihels, by attributing them to other persons, and pre- 
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tending merety to report them. but it is out of all cha. 
racter to let this subterfuge avail them. They make Mr. 
Hiume say, on the presentation of a petition for the re. 
mission of the sentence of Mr. Hunt, that “ he entirely 
‘“‘ concurred with the petitioners, that the meeting which 
“Mr. Hunt attended was a legal meeting; and he 
‘¢ would never hesitate to avow his conviction that Mr. 
‘¢ H. had been unjustly sentenced!” Here is a charge of 
injustice made against the highest Court of Law! Will 
Sharpe, will Murray suffer this, after they have professed 
to take care of the crown, without caring upon whose 
head it is placed, and to protect the daw, by whomso- 
ever administered ? But this is not a tithe of the libels. 
which follow each other as fast and as thick as hail. Mr. 
Hume is made to say, that he did not blame the verdict, 
though delivered under circumstances which rendered 
even the technical offence of Mr. Hunt doubtful; bul 
“he blamed the Judges for availing themselves of that 
“ verdict, to pronounce a sentence upon Mr. Hunt, 

which was disgraceful to the administration of jus- 
fice in this country ; which was calculated to bring 
the laws and institutions of the country into contempt; 
and which posterity would denounce as the most un- 
‘* just, and most disproportioned to the offence, which 
it pretended to punish, that had disgraced the bench 
‘* since the days of Judge Jefferies!’ ‘* The whole voice 
‘of the country had proclaimed the sentence of Mr. 
“ Hunt to be unjust and disgraceful to the Judges who 
“ nronounced it ; and it was monstrous that this indivi- 
“dual should now be subjected to treatment, if possible, 
still more w»just and tyrannical. He was aware that 
‘“ he should be met by the wswad declarations on the other 
‘* side of the House, that the judges were men who had 
“the highest regard for justice and humanity ; but he 
“© looked only to the “acts before him ; and he felt that 
‘* men who could pronounce such a sentence, were nel- 
“ ther humane, nor just; and that they could have no 
“respect for the liberties of the subject! He could, 
‘in fact, come to no other conclusion, than that they 
‘had used the powers delegated to them by the laws. 
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asan mstrument of polstical vengeance : —that, in- 
‘gtead of confining themselves to the calm unbiassed 
« exercise of their judicial functions, they had listened 
“to the base and paliry suggestions of party malice 
sand rereuge ; and that under the pretence of pro- 
“ nouncing the jadgment of the Court, for the ollence 
“ whieh came under their cognizance, they had punished 
“this individual—not for the act of which he had been 
«found guilty—but for some former acts which had 
“rendered him obnoxious to the minister of tne day.” 
Talk of dibeds, indeed! And shall the Courier put forth 
such slanders as these, and plead in excuse that Mr. 
Hume uttered them, or that they were well founded ? 
Will Sharpe and Murray endure all this? Can they bear 
to leave the reply te such shallow advocates as Sir T. 
Lethbridge, and the Solicitor General—the last of whom 
put himself in a passion, while the first left the Judges to 
shift for themselves, and cuntented himself with telling 
the useless and apparent untruth, that the Somersetshire 
Magistrates were neither actuated by malice, vor ca- 
price. The poor Solicitor General was quite enraged. 
He insisted that the Manchester Meeting was ellegat, 
and had been decided to be illegal ; and nothing would 
probably alter his opinion, except he could get a larger 
fee for adopting the other side of the question. He ‘* pro- 
“tested” against the Judges being treated in so “ sean- 
* dalous” a manner ; but what avails Aés protestation ? 
He isa Atred purtizan—a political prize-fighter, who 
dees what he must do, for his daily bread. His pro- 
testations are not worth a single straw! And were he 
to protest.to all eternity, he would make no impression 
upon his hearers, until he resigned his salary! Sharpe 
and Murray must come forward in thisinstance ! There 
isho moving without them ! They willteach the Courier 
better caution in future, than to insert such attacks, and 
trust the Solicitor General for their refutation. Mr. Ben- 
nett was guilty of the horrible offence of smiling at the 
Passion of the Solicitor General; which so enraged the 
ttle man, that he made use of some language which 
might be considered as not more then fwo Aundred re- 
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moves froma challenge! It was so littke like what it 
was meant for, however, that Mr. Bennett did not notice 
it at all ; and the dravery of this Knight of the Brief, 
and Fees, might have evaporated unseen, if the Speaker 
had not noticed a more than usual quantity of flour ris. 
ing in clouds about his head ; and guessing that his valour 
was bovling over, interfered to trust that the “ mysteri- 
‘‘ ous language” of the honorable and learned member 
meant no more than what it “ plainly and distinctly ex- 
* pressed ‘” The Black Dwarf does not call upon you, 
gentlemen of the gang, to prosecute the Speaker for the 
apparent nonsense of language being mysterious, and yet 
“ expressing distinctly and plainly” its meaning. Gen- 
tlemen have greater privileges, and talking absurdly may 
ne one which is capable of vindication on the ground of 
its notoriety. Nor doeshe call on yourrespectable agents 
to bind over the Solicitor General to keep the peace ; for 
no one can suspect him of the courage requisite to break 
it in person, since he was so ready to assure the House, he 
had no intention but to just7/y himself—a. matter. which 
most people believe is quite as much ashis talents, through 
very considerable, will enable him to do,—at least, for 
the departure from the principles which he was tempted 
to abandon for a knighthood and a place under—a Cas- 
tlereagh administration. But you are cailed upon, gen- 
tlemen of the gang, to compel the ministeral press to be 
more careful in future. Had such language originated 
with the Radical press, it might have been supposed to 
proceed in part from personal feelings, but wien such 
matters are published in the loyal press, and attributed 
to independent senators, the potson, as one of the Judges 
would call it, acts with ten fold virus, and wandersthrough 
a thousand channels which had never else been open to its 
virulence!!! Wishing you all the success you deserve 
—and a higher elevation than your own modesty would 


pray for, THE BLACK DWARF 
Remains, &¢. 
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NEWS EXTRAORDINARY. 


We hear that ministers have it now in contemplation 
‘y raise a large body of Radical Reformers, in order to 
keep down the farmers, who have lately become dis- 
catished with the dlessings of the “ envy and admiration 
“ of the world,” and most traitorously begin to complain 
at the necessary taxation, which is so very advantageous 
to all the “ most respectable” part of the community ! 
Of course the Yeomanry” will be immediately dzsarm- 
al, as they are become so seditiously disposed; and 
troops from Manchester, Stockport, Birmingham, Glas- 
gow, and other unrepresented places, will be stationed 
in every village, to check the progress of agricultural 
disaffection. The magistrates have, we hear, received 
very particular orders, to report every farmer to. the 
Treasury, who shall look dull, or gloomy, or discon- 
tented, or angry ; and if any complaint actually escapes 
any one of the state of the markets, or the price of 
grain, he is immediately to be conveyed to the county 
gaot ; while to be found in any arrears of taxes is to be 
considered as proof positive of absolute treason! To 
encourage those farmers who will be loyal enough to 
‘tarve peaceably, and die quietly, a subscription will be 
forthwith opened, to supply them with soup, at one 
penny per quart, three t mes a week. Tickets will be 
delivered by the committee to deserving objects, which 
are not to be transferred to other persons, lest the chari- 
‘y should be abused! Persons applying for tickets must 
oring certificates from the overseers, that they are not 
absolutely receiving parish assistance at the time ; other- 
Wise they will be only entitled to a pint of soup on 
Sundays. If the subscriptions should be sufficient, a 
peck of coals will be allowed to every family once a 
month in hard weather; and if there should still remain 
any surplus, it will be laid out in red herrings and pota~ 
oes; which will be supplied at the cost price to those 
who have more than seven children. The farmers will 
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perceive that to entitle themselves to such charitable 
attentions on the part of their superiors, they must cop- 
duct themselves with the utmost propriety, and above al! 
maintain the most peaceable demeanour. Any one who 
mentions the name of reform, will be declared incapable 
of receiving any part of the subscriptions. 


NORTHERN UNION, 


TO THE EDITOR. 





Se 





“IR, 

My friend Sir Charles Wolseley having deputed me to act as 
Treasurer to the Great Northern Radical Union during his ab. 
sence, Lthink it right thus publicly to express my cheerful accepta- 
tion of an office which brings me closer into contact with those 
high-spirited men, in whose veins flows uncontaminated the 
zenume blood of our free-bora, and brave ancestors. It is by 
such efforts that the axe can be most effectually laid to the root of 
corruption; and loug may the suffering Patriot now incarcerated in 
the Bastille of Uechester, live to witness the success of his plan! 
jt ts with inexpresstvle sorrow that | hear the aggravation of tha 
suflerer’s puuishment, by what are called—rules and regulations 
of Magistrates. We have been told by our sonrndest lawyers, 
that the law of England is a law of mercy, that it is our com 
mon sight, and the subjects dirthright, that itis tender of fetters, 
thatitis the absolute perfection of reason, aud our best security, 
&e., and welldid tt once deservethose encomiums, for it was made 
by common consent, (See Coke, 2d tnstit.) and§our kings have 
sworn soto maintain it, Now, Sir, f have yet to learn, and wish to 
be informed by what right. by what law, or authority, magis- 
trates have derived the pewer of aggravating the seutence of 
a Court of Justice! Of this, Sir! Lam certain that if sheriffs were 
elected, as they and the conservators of the peace, were formerly, 
by the people in full and open county, (Coke 2 Instit, 558) no such 
wanton power would ever have been assumed or practised, But 
the truth is, that there has been a continued invasion of the best 
principles of the Constitution for ages past, and the people 
have to look to only one remedy of the increasing evil—viz,a 
restoration of the Commons House of Parliament to its original 
purity. This remedy is, | am convinced, nearer at hand than the 
advocates of corruption dream of, Depend upon it, Sir, that thé 
Spanish fever will cross the Pyrenuees; France will receive the 
infection: speedily willit be wafted over the channel, and Eng: 
land will be free; Then will corruption, with all her bluod-thirsty 
minions, and abaadoned slaves, flee into outer darkness, only dit 
coverable by their weeping, their wailing, and the gnasbing of their 

teeth. i 
fam, Sir, with every good wish for the cause of the Union, 

Your’s, &¢., ; 

Cleve, Peb. 23, 1822, THOMAS NORTHMORE. 
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“My Masters of Misrule! I have acrow to pluck with you.” 
Oup Pray. 


586. The learned—the judicious—the pious Boerhaave re- 
lates, that he never saw a criminal dragged to execution, with- 
out asking himself, ‘ who knows whether this man is not less 
‘culpable than me?’ On the days when the prisons of this city 
are emptied into the grave, let every spectator of the dreadful 
procession put the same question to his own heart. Few of 
those that crowd in thousands to the legal massacre—and look 
with carelessness—perhaps with triumph—on the utmost exacer- 
hations of human misery, would then be able to return without 
uorror and dejection. For, who can congratulate himself upon 
« life passed without some act more mischievous to the peace or 
prosperity of others than the theft of a piece of money ?—Dr. 
Samuel Johnson. The Rambler, (No. 114.) 1751. 


387. TELUS BIRTH-PLACE. 


ore 


imitated from Stolberg. 


Mark this holy chapel well, 

The birth-place this of WILLIAM TELL. 

Here, where stands God’s altar dread, 

Stood his parents’ marriage bed. 


Here first—an infant—to her breast 

Him his loving mother prest, 

And kiss’d the babe, and bless’d the day, 
And pray’d as mothers use to pray; 


* Vouchsafe him health, O God! and give 

‘ The child thy servant still to live !’ 

But God had destin’d to do more 

Through him, than through ap armed powei§ 


VOL VILL. No, 10 
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God gave him reverence of laws— 

Yet stirring blood in Freedom’s cause, 

A spirit to his rocks akin, 

The eye of the hawk and the tire therem! 


To Nature and to Holy Writ 

Alone did God the boy commit; 

Where flash’d and roar’d the torrent, oft 
His soul found wings and soar’d aloft ! 


The straining oar and chamois’ chace 

Had form’d his limbs to strength and grace 
On wave and wind the boy would toss, 
Was great—nor knew low great he was! 


He knew not that his chosen hand— 
Made strong by God—his native land 
Would rescue from the shameful yoke 
Of slavery,—the which he broke ! 


S. T. Coleridge. Sibylline Leaves, 1817. 


588. AN UNDESERVING FAVORITE is a piece of base metal 
with the King’s stamp upon it, a fog raised by the sun to ob- 
scure his own brightness. He came to prefer ment by unworthy 
offices, like one that rises with his bum forwards, which the 
rabble hold to be fortunate. He got up to preferment on the 
wrong side, and sits as untoward in it, and swells like a pimple, 
to be an eyesore and deform the place he holds. He is borne 
like a cloud on the air of the Prince’s favour, and keeps his light 
from the rest of his people, He rises like the light end of a ba- 
Jance, for want of weight, or as dust and feathers do—for heing 
light. He gets into the Princes favour by wounding it. He is 
a true person of honour ; for he does but act it at the best, -a 
Jord made only to justify all the lords of may-poles, mortls- 
dances, and misrule,—a thing, that does not “ai but lie in state 
before he’s dead—such as the heralds dight at funerals. His 
Prince gives him honour out of his own stock—and estate out 
of his revenue, and lessens himself in both. 


He is like the fern, that vile unuseful weed, 
That springs equivocally— without sced. 


He was not made for honor, nor it for him, which makes it st 
so unfavorably upon him, ———. He brings down the price 
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of honor, a3 the value of any thing falls ta mean hands, —— 
The greatest part of his honor COnsIs'S in his well sounding 
title, which he therefore makes choice of,—though he has none 
tothe place, but only a patent to go by the name of it: this 
appears at the end of his coach, inthe shape of a corouet, which 
his footmen set their bums against, to the great disparagenient 
of the wooden representation. The people take him for a ge- 
neral grievance, a kind of public pressure or innovation, and 
would willingly give a subsidy to be redressed of him. Ie ts 
astrict observer of men’s addresses to him; and takes a mathe- 
matical account, whether they stoop and bow in just proportion 
to the weight of his greatness, and allow full measure to their 
legs and cringes accordingly. He never uses courtship but in 
his own defence, that others may use. the same to him; and, 
like a true christian, does as he would be dove unto.—Ile 3s 
raised like the market or atax, to the emevance and curse of 
the people. He that knew the inventory of him, would wouder 
what slight ingredients go to the making up of a great person; 
howsoever, he is turned up trump, and so eommands better 
cards than himself—while the game lasts. He has much of 
honor according to the origial sense of it, which among the 
ancients (Gellius says) signified enjury. His prosperity was 
greater than his brain could bear, and he is drunk with it; and 
if he should take a nap as long as Epimenides or the seven 
sleepers, he would never be sober again. He took his degree, 
and went forth Lord by Mandamus, without performing exer- 
cises of merit. His honor is but an immunity from worth, aud 
his nobility a dispensation for doing things ivneble. He expects 
that mens hats should fly off before him like a storm, and not 
presume to stand in the way of his prospect, which is always 
over their heads, All the advantage he has, is but to go hefore 
or sit before; in which his nether parts take place of his upper, 
that continue still (in comparison) but commoners. He is like 
an open summer house, that has no furniture but bare seats. 
All he has to shew for his honor is his patent, which will not be 
' season uutil the third or fourth generation,—if it last so long. 
IS Very creation supposes him nothing before; and as taylors 
rose by the fall of Adam, and came in-—like thorns and thistles 
—with the curse, so did he by the frailty of his master, His 
very face is his gentleman-uslier, that walks before him in state, 
and cries, give way. He is as stiff as if he had been dipped 
” petritying waters, and turned into his own statue. He ts 
Ways taking the name of his honor in vam, and will rather 
“ain it, like a knighthood of the post, than want occasion to 
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pawn it for every idle tnfle,—perhaps for more than it is worth 
orany man will give to redeein it,—and in this he deals up. 
rigutly, though perhaps in nothing else. —Samuel Butler. Cha- 
acters. 1667. 


589. the severity of punishments is fitter for despotic go- 
vernnents, whose principle is terror, than for a monarchy ore 
republic, whose spring is honour and virtue. In moderate go- 
vernments, the love of one’s country, shame, and the fear of 
blame, are restalming motives capable of preventing, a multi- 
tude of crimes. Here the greatest punishment of a bad action 
is conviction: the civil laws therefore have a softer way of cor- 
yecting, and do not require so much force and severity. In 
such states, a good legisiator is less bent upon punishing than 
preventing crimes, he is more intent on inspiring good morals 
than intitcting penalties, Itis a constant remark of the Chinese 
authors, that the more the penal laws were increased in their 
empire, the nearer they drew towards a revolution. This is 
because punishments were augmented, in proportion as the 
public morals were corrupted: and it will be an easy matter to 
prove, that in all or almost all the governments of Europe, 
penalties have increased or diminished, in preportion as_ those 
governments favoured or discouraged liberty.— Baron de Mon- 
fesquicu, The Spirit of Laws, 1750. 
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560, Ignorance is preferable to error. He is nearer to truth 
who believes nothing, than le who believes what is wrong.— 
Hm. B.awrence, F.R.S. Lectures on Physiology, §¢.; dle- 
fivered at the Royal College of Surgeons. 1819. 


591. It is ridiculous to say the tithes are God’s part, and 
iherefore the clergy must have them: why, so they are if the 
layman have them. {tis as if one of my Lady Kent's maids 
should be sweeping this room, and another of them should 
eome and take away the broom, and tell for a reason whiy she 
should part withit ; ‘ [tis my lady’s broom.’ as if it were nol 
my Lady's broom, which of them so ever had it, —John Seldene 
Fable Talk, O89 
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ACTS OF THE “* COLLECTIVE WISDOM” OF 
THE ‘“ THUNDERERS.” 
| 
Lord Rolle something like fibbiag—Liverpool using 
his humming-top— Lord King whipping it Fllen- 
horough confessing — Buckingham bouncing —Ac- 
land blundering— Peel tricking —Bennett painting 
Bankes—Heygate speaking !—-Tivo Admiralty lords 
drowning—Sur W. Curtis talking of wisdom, §c. &c. 





—— op 


[t is not often that the proceedings of the Upper Ma- 
nufactory of Parliamentary T hunderbolts, are entitled te 
my notice. They have a separate interest to support, 
and manufacture thunderbolts for their own peculiar pur- 
poses, with which the public would have nothing to do, 
if they did not reach them through the hands of the 
thunderers below. But on Monday, the 25th ult.:Lord 
Rolle let off the thundering assertion, that the cause of 
the question of Reform being introduced into the Devon 
Petition, was, “* that a great many” who attended the 
Meeting, “* went away in disgust because vt was pro- 
* posed!” instead of staying to oppose it. Any where 
else, such an assertion would have been flatly called a 
falsehood ;—as well as another remark of this Lord 
Rolle, “that a great majority of the county were 
“ against the introduction of the question of Reform in 
~ Parhament :”—but the decorum requisite amongst no~ 
dlemen gives falsehood more impunity and attention, than 
(mith can always command. The Duke of Somerset was 
more candid. Ue admitted, “ that the great extent of 
“the distress had created among many a wish for Par- 
“liamentary Reform.” Hear this, ye boroughmongers, 
and tremble. [t is You who are now creating Reform- 
"8 by myriads. Your blessed measures are opening 
the eyes of your past miserable dupes; and when their 
Yap are quite open, the wished-for Reform, will assume 
“le cuaracter of a demand. Reform, or no more taxes, 
Will be the ery of every village, in a short period. 

Vor, VILL. No, 19. | 
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In spiteof thedetected no nsense of Lord Laverpool, witi, 
respect to the difficulties of the country, he treated the 
Upper Assembly with a repetition of them, on the 26th 
He still clings to his absurd proposition, that the abun. 
dance of produce is the cause of the distress; and he 
whimsically remarked that the distress of plenty had 
been so general, as to afflict the whole Continent of Eu- 
rope! Gracious Heaven! I almost expected that he 
would have concluded his three hours harangue with 
moving for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent any more 
good harvests ; the preamble of which might run as fol- 
lows:—‘* Whereas that Providence on which we have 
“been accustomed to depend for the due regulation o! 
‘“ the seasons, has for some years past been neglectful 
“that seme persons can prolit by seasons of famine. 
‘* and has most improvidently cursed this and other coun- 
“ tries with a great superflucty of the fruits of the earth: 
‘* be it enacted, by and with the authority, &c., that for 
* the three next ensuing years, the sun shall not shine, 
‘ the kindly showers shall not descend, without leave first 
*¢ had and obtained trom three Lords of the Treasury!!!" 
Does not this lordling perceive the difference between the 
distress of the forecgn and the Lnglish farmér? The fo- 
reigner may have more produce than he can dispose of 
aud he may therefore not be able to profit so muchas! 
grain were scarce. But he has the means of living well. 
and he doses nothing. He cannot accumulate money, bi 
he has no fear of the workhouse, or starvation before hi 
eyes. The English farmer is driven by tazation '0 
the market:—every day he is robbed of his capital, 
to make good the defalcation of his receipts. Bound 
hand and foot to a system, the minions of which have 
their hands always in his pocket, he is reduced 
to the dilemma of veasing to labour, or labouring # 
a loss. A man may be rich in stock, who has not! 
farthing of money: but if he must provide aoney ot 
other people to spend, he may be poor, in the port 
sion of the greatest abundance of natural stores. We 
did Lord King remark, that the.doetrine, “ that taxali™ 
‘ wag no evil, and caused no distress, was well suited | 
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“the knaves who profited by it, and the fools who were 
“ruined by it:” and he added as correctly, “* that Go- 
“ pernament extracted too much from the industrious and 
* productive, to give it to the edle and unproductive. — 
“ So large a portion of the gross produce of the land was 
“ taken from those who raised it, that a sufficient remu- 
“ neration was not left behind for those who had under- 
“ yone all the toils and anxieties of production.” I have 
said this a hundred times ; but it may have more weight 
with the slaves who toil, when they find it repeated b 
one of those ** natural leaders,’ who have so long lett 
the duty of resisting oppression in the hands of more 
courageous men. Lord King went on to state, “ that 
“ excessive taxation had reduced this country to the 
“ condition of a bad climate, and a wretched soil ; and 
“vet Ministers had the face to come to Parliament, and 
“say, look to nature and providence for a remedy !”?— 
Alas! the only remedy to be expected from such a source, 
would be the removal of the mortal authors of our cala- 
mities! In this way, the course of nature will at last 
relieve us, by calling them to their graves; but unless 
some special providence intervene, to hurl them from 
their situations, the country may be erased from the list 
of nations, before they are called to their final account. 
—The progress of the ruin, however, appears to have 
alarmed some of the champions of “things as they are.” 
Lord Ellenborough the little, after championiog parlia- 
inentary corruption at three meetings of the County of 
Surrey, has been convinced that a “ transient feeling of 
“ dissatisfaction has been changed to one of a permanent 
"and settled character, on the part of those labouring 
“under distress!” Now this dissatisfaction cannot be 
put down by ihe seeords of the yeomanry ; for it is the 
yeomanry wito have imbibed this nermanent dissatis- 
/action. As the Ministers cannot hope to arm the popu- 
“ce against the farmers, as they did the farmers against 
the populace, if they determine.on forcing the farmers 
‘to submission, they must use the regular army against 
the loyal yecmanry. This new era will bea natural re- 
‘ul of the Pitt System ; and one which its admirers will 
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doubtiess defend as another instance of’ the blessings of 
that constitution, which is the ‘* envy and admiration of 
“the world!” His Grace the Duke of Buckingham. 
who has been a Duke almost half a year, without any 
body being able to guess why he was raised to that high 
honor; and who is not a bit wiser than when he was a 
Marquis, or than if he had been a corporation Alderman, 
wanted to persuade his noble compeers that the poor’s 
rates did all the mischief! and that the tazation was 
quite harmless. The reason is clear, though ordinary 
folks may want a little information on the subject. His 
Grace is one of the family of the Grenvilles ; and of this 
family Mr. Grey Bennett gave the following little history 
in the House of Commons, on Wednesday last. “ The 
“present Lord Grenville was appointed Auditor of 
“ the Excnequer (a sinecure), in 1795, at £4,000 per 
‘annum ; and in right of that (useless) office he te- 
““ ceived of the public money esghty-eight thousand 
* pounds / Mr. Thomas Grenville was appointed to the 
 stnecure (that is, useless) place of Chief Justice of 
“ Eyre, at £2,000 per annum ; and in right of that ap- 
‘* pointment, he received of the public money forty-four 
thousand pounds! The late Marquis of Bucking- 
“ ham (the father of our new made Duke, who complains 
“of the poor’s rate!) was appointed to the Tellership of 
* the Exchequer, in the year 1763; he enjoyed it fifty 
“sya yrars, and in right of that (almost useless) place, 
“taking it at len ddowsand a vear, he put into his pock- 
Satooof the public money, a sum of five hundred and 
-yerty Lhousand pounds ! Lord Braybrooke held ano- 
* ther situation, at £2,000 a year, out of which he put 
‘ into his pocket a sum of one Anadred and eighty thou- 
‘ sand pounds! Thus between them, the Grenville f- 
“ mily received of the public money no less a sum that 
“ eight hundred and seventy thousand pounds!” Ant 
yet one of this family of expensive public paupers, who 
are eating the bread of the public at this rate, and de 
vouring as much as would maintain a thousand fame 
in plenty, talks of the weight of the poor’s-rates being 
a millstone round the neck of the country. Whatevé 
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tmay be to others, the poor’s-rate is nothing to him. 
He has no right to complain of being compelled by law 
to give a bare subsistence to the destitute of his parish, 
yhile he is enjoying the plunder which has made so many 
destitute. /e should be silent, until he had disgorged 
his share of the spoil, which has impoverished the coun- 
try; and which deserves to have its last shilling drained, 
and its last inhabitant chaiaed to the gallies, if 1t remains 
silent under the insults of such grossly pampered rioters 
upon the public spoil. Lord Harrowby, who, with his 
connections, eases the public of near éelve thousand a 
year, is also one of those who cannotsee the evils of tax- 
ation! Ffow should he, poor lord! He dives by et; 
and when reproached with the extortion of so much 
from the public he would be likely to exclaim, with the 
woman who was reproached with the cruelty of skinning 
eels alive—S God bless you! They dot mind it! 
“They are used to 2t! §=‘They dike it!” I dare say, this 
Harrowby thinks it right that he should live upon the 
taxes / and that others should starve to pay them. But 
ifthe starvers would be as determined to eat, as he is 
ind'flerent whether they eat or n t, the question would 
be easily determined against him and his supporters. 
We shall leave the upper assembly to pursue its course, 
with the following extract from a speech of Lord King, 
on the new appointment of the agricultural committee ; 
which having deceived the farmers last year, has been 
appointed for the same object a second time. Lord King 
aad" When he looked at. the names of the committee, 
: and saw a list of official persons whose business it 

was to protect taxes—and of county members, who 
“would, if possible, keep up rents—what was the 
"result to be expected ? The great wish of the county 


“members, he well knew, was to serve the ministers by 


; aes up the taxes ; but then they must also live; and 
, how they could contrive to serve Ministers in that way, 
and live too, without high rents, he did not know. 


| he hen he examined the names of this Committee, he 
* found they were all the fathers of the late Corn Law. 


~ He 


should not name them; but he must repeat they 


~ 
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were the fathers of that most detestable measure ; thy 
rea! object of which was to raise the price of human 
food. ‘This wicked scheme, which had happily failed 
in accomplishing t!s purpose, was supported by Minis. 
iers, by the majurity of both Houses of Parliament. 
and, above all, bythe Bench of Basiops, unanimously, 
He should have tought that decorum would have ij. 
duced those riyht revercnd persons to avoid the ma. 
nifestation of such zeal for an ebicct in which their own 
interests appeared to be so iin:nediately involved; for 
the obvious tendency of the Corn Bill wasio raise tythes. 
The different interests which combined, and formed a 
Holy Alliance, to establish high prices, were the Go- 
vernmeni for the sake of tuxes, the Church for the 
sake of tythes, snd the landlords for the sake of rents! 
They had not it was true, yet succeeded ; but it was 
now probabletheir intention was, through the appoint- 
ment of this agricultural Committee, to secure what 
they could. These three great bodies of the State had, 
some how or other, a most extraordinary fear of 
plenty !—and seeing this fear prevailed so strongly in 
the Church, and recollecting the willingness which had 
-on a recent occasion been shewn to alter the Liturgy, 
“* he was surprized that it had not yet been determined to 
“ expunge the prayer for plenty, which, as it stood, was 
singularly anomalous +” 

Descending to the lower Chamber of “thunderers,” we 
find the usual quantity of wisdom, of which the “ col- 
“ lective amount” may be very valuable, though the 
particular items seem worth but little. On the 26th ult. 
Sir T. D. Acland, a conjuror of great celebrity, on the 
presentation of the Devon Petition, observed that he 
could not concur in the prayer for a ¢amedyand salutary 
Reform! This is an advance of half-a-century in Par- 
liamentary impudence. Castlereagh opposes Reform— 
so do hundreds more—because it would be salutary 
to the nation—but they are foo wise to say so. It was 
-eserved for an independent country Member, to react 
such a climax of impudence aid folly, as to declare tha' 
he would not concur ina Reform, though both Timett 
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ond sanuTARY! Will this man be sent again to 
mock legislation / On the same evening was made 
the lamentable discovery that Mr. Robert Peel, succes- 
sor of Lord Sidmouth, is a polétecal trickster. | am 
sorry for this—for as a recent transplantation froin the 
lower orders, one might have hoped that his removal 
might have left bim in the possession of some portion of 
the candour, which it would be disgraceful to a journey- 
man cotton-spinner to be destitute of. Mr. James com- 
plained that his letters to the Reformers in Lancaster Cas- 
tle, had been opened by the gaoler. This Mr. Peel said 
was perfectly right, and neither a breach of Parliamen- 
lary privilege, nor a violation of the law. It would have 
been a breach of privilege, on the part of the Post Office, 
he allowet; but the gaoler wasnot a Post Master, there- 
fore the gaoler had a right to open letters, though the 
Post Master had not. And it was no violation of law, 
because persons in confinement had No RIGHTS! Do not 
slart, reader! Thisis the reasoning of Mr. R. Peel, who 
owes his right to talk in this outrageous manner, to being 
the fortunate son of a fortunate superintendant of spin- 
hing-jennies. The failure of one speculation might have 
reduced this man to earn his ten shillings per week b 
spinning himself:—and yet, merely because he is a full 
blown bubble wafted into the atmosphere of the Treasury, 
he ventures to talk of much better men than himself hav- 
ing norights! This man is called a statesman! And 
yet he does not know, or he is mean enough to belie his 
knowledge, that no man under the sentence of the law 
oses any other right than that to the privation of which 
he issentenced. A sentence of imprisonment takes away 
only the right of liberty. A felon sentenced to transpor- 
nr loses none of his civil rights by such sentence. Yet 
i's Robert Peel contends that men convicted of imaginary 
offcnces, are not entitled to receive, or send letters with- 
a the inspection of a jailer! 1am ashamed that any 
ae of a spinning-jenny should lave shewn such a 
t} a? honesty, or talent! A few lessons from ary of his 
sit ers Jouraeymen would fit him much better for hia 
vation, What Castlereagh gays on such oceasions, or 
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what his judges do, can surprize no one:—but Robert 
Peel was not formally enlisted in the regiment before this 
shameless palliation of audacious contempt for the letter 
and the spirit of the British law*. [It is some comfort, 
however, that time will open the prisons of the captives: 
and that their undeserved torments will only render their 
oppressors more odious. ‘The system has only shewn it- 
self more injurious, since the incarceration of the Reform- 
ers; and when they leave their dungeons it will be to 
laugh at such statesmen as Robert Peel and his coadju- 
tors! 

On the 27th ult. the Hichester Inquiry was again no- 
ticed: and even Sir Tommy Lethbridge was compelled 
to admit the report of the committee contained things 
which he was sorry to see! He might as well have said 
he was sorry they took place; for it may be that he is 
only sorry they were published; as he complacently ob- 
serves that no invididual was pointed oul as blameable. To 
supply this deficiency, I will point out one who the Baro- 
net may lecture at his leisure. This one is Thomas Leth- 
bridge Azmself';—who ought to have Anown the charac- 
ter of the gaoler, before he asserted it was good ! The 
visiting magistrates are the realauthors of the cruelties, 
though their tool, Bridle, inflicted them ; for they ought 
to have prevented them by the requisite diligence in the 
discharge of their duty. Mr. Bennett very appropriately 
introduced the case of Mary Ciuer, who was, with an 
infant at her breast, locked up in a solitary cell from the 
Thursday to Sunday, in a period of frost and snow—and 
refused the use of fire to warm part of her bread and water 
for the use of the child ! Dickenson, the other pre-ious 
county member, said the visiting magistrates had dis- 
charged Bridle, before the Commission sat! Yes ! they 
did so ;—but it was to make him a scape-goat for them- 


_—~.__. 








* Poor Mr. W. Wynn, who is quite a conjurer, said if.a free com: 
munication were allowed by letter, poison might be introduced lo 
enable prisoners to escape the sentence of the law. If it was he- 
Jieved some of the R: formers would fake the poison, we think there 
would be no objection in 3 ccrlain quartes 
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selves. Who is to dismiss them ? Who is to chastise 
them 2 Who is to teach them humanily ? or who 
will deprive them of the future means of abusing autho- 
rity? Are they not now suffered to wreak their un- 
manly and vindictive vengeance upon Mr. Hunt for 
having exposed their negligence, cruelty and injustice ? 
Is he not now left at their mercy, as if it were necessary 
to indulge them with some person to torture? Shame 
on such prostitution of the sacred names of justice and of 
law. Butthe hour of retribution will come—either 
inthis world or the next :—and every heart that boasts 
ofa particle of humanity will burn with undisguised 
indignation, until that hour shall arrive. 

Onthis evening, Mr.Creevey moved for .ome returns, to 
shew the waste of public money, in the shape of pensions ; 
but the debate was only remarkable for the following 
portrait drawn by Mr. Bennett, of amannamed Bankes 
who represents the old ruins of Corfe-Castle, and calls 
himself a moderate Reformer, and a practical econo- 
mest. As the portrait suits all of his class, it is deserving 
of notice. Mr. Bennett said of him, that ‘“ if he went 
“through the whole history of the Aonorable mem- 
“bers political life, he would find him in theory 
* recommending economy ; in practice the supporter, or 
“the apologist, of ministerial extravagance. He had 
“known the honorable member to have been chairman 
* of several committees, where the principles of public 
if economy had been strongly urged ; but however strong 
night have been his professcons, however great his 
Promises, his performances were few; his acts aéor- 
fwwe, where they were not injurious. If he were called 
; upon to name a member of Parliament, who seemed 
“to value less the public interests, and who was most 

wasteful of the public money, he would point at the 
; honorable member for Corfe Castle. He was a man 
_ Who was vigilant, and precise where trifles were in 
, question ; negligent, and even prodigal, where great 
~ things Were at issue, he was extremely anxious to save 
* cheese-parings ; but the cheese itself he left at the 

mercy of the Ministers.” How any man can hear this, 
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without reply, as Mr. Bankes did, must have much of 
that happy indifference which profit can maintain against 
honor ; and we heartily wish Mr. Bankes joy of his par- 
Liamentary character ! 

On Thursday last, the Sa/t Tax was attacked by Mr. 
Creevey ; and, strange to say, it was only defended by a 
majority of 169 against a minority of 165. The Minis- 
ters on this occasion were deserted by many county 
members, among whom was Sir Thomas Lethbridge, 
whom Mr. Hunt has actually scared into something like 
a dread of his constituents. The good people of London 
will remember, that Mr. Alderman Heygate, who aspires 
to the honor of being Lord Mayor ef Lendon this year, 
is become a regular supporter of taxation. | find him 
in every ministerial majority; and on this occasion he 
ventured to speak! And, good gracious ! as his grand- 
mother would say, what a speak! His reason for vot- 
ing against retrenchment then, was that he might have 
an opportunity of voting for it, some other time! Really 
the electors of Sudbury ought to subscribe, to pay for 
the expense of a little schooling for the Alderman. He 
ought to be taken out of his present company, or he may 
come to the ——-—. No; hang it; he can come to no- 
thing! The Ministers were still more unfortunate on 
Friday night ; for, notwithstanding all the cant of office, 
a majority of 182 te 128 determined that two Lay-lords of 
the Admiralty should be thrown overboard. This looks 
well enough, for a beginning :—if the country mem- 
bers will but go on. There are a great many yet oD 
the deck of the state vessel, to say nothing of those 
who skulk in the cabins, that may ‘be spared quile 
as wel! as these two young statesmen, who were 
learning to be quartered upon the public purse. But the 
country members would succeed better, if they would 

lay hold of some huge whales, instead of these minute 
spawn. Two thousand a pear issomething. If proper} 
applied, in a remisssion of taxes, it might save exghty 
farmers, five-and-twenty pounds a piece, in the cost 0 
produce, and thus restore prosperity to a whole agr weet 
‘ural parish. Butto squeeze five or six iiiousand @ ye 
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‘om Castlereagh, and the great men, would be better 
Cut down the civil list half a million; and twenty thou- 
sand farmers might be relieved to the amount of five- 
and-twenty pounds a year each. There are plenty of 
reductions to be made, if the country members are in 
earnest. I know the ministerial standing army will 
vote hard-~but the country members have only to call 
upon THE PEOPLE, when they need assistance ; and the 
etanding army of voters would be conquered at last. | 
had nearly forgotten to mention that Sir Wedliam Curtis, 
the Socrates of turtle eaters, has been abusing the Com- 
mon Council cf London for a want of wisdom! He 
forgot, however, to notice the strongest instances of 
stupidity which the city had ever given—namely, that 
it had made him an alderman—and treasurer of the 
orphan’s fund! These proofs had been irresistible! 
[do not think he could have proved any other propo- 
sition:—but here he would have been decidedly success- 
ful, without the aid even of his barber—an authority 
which he once quoted to give weight to some foreign 
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ACTS OF THE WINDOW-PEEPER.* 
ny, ee 
CHAPTER VII. 
1. And it came to pass, in the third year of the reign 
of the King, that there was peace throughout the land. 


ne 





* This parody was the production of a rrain Farmer, ‘n the 
deighbourhood of Pickering, in Yorkshire. To the comfort of the 
horoughmongers be it said, that even plain farmers are at last lis- 
tenting to the advice of —‘* he that hath ears to hear, let him hear ;”” 
and many have opened their eyes also, and have seen a great light. 
in that neighbourhood, a miller who paid 1/, 1s. aunually fora bu- 
rei horse, was charged 27. 17s. 6d. in addition for a saddle horse, 

erause he would not swear that he never rode, between one farm- 
ra and another!!! The system ‘‘ works well;” and yet the far- 
thes — not grow in his affections towards it. He begins to think 
a © system something resembles the description given by the 
stave-dig it of the gallows. ‘* Aye the gallows does well :—but 
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2. Nevertheless the people were grievously oppressed 
by taxation. 

3. And they cried unto the Great Council, and the 
Great Council took off the husbandry -horse tax. 

4. And lo! there was a deficiency in the revenue 
thereby. 

5. And the governors of the taxes said—what shall we 
we do! money we want, and money we must have. 

6. And the chief window-peeper of the east arose, and 
said ; 

7. Let all your chief window-peepers throughout the 
land observe me, and follow my council ; 

8. And behold there shall not any deficiency arise; 
neither shall the burthens of the people be lightened. 

9. And he called his spies unto him, and said ;—ride 
through the land. 

10. And it was about the time of barley harvest. 

}1. And he said unto them, ye must go in secret lest 
evil befall ye, for behold ye are no favourites of the peo- 
ple; and peradventure the untaxed dogs may open their 
mouths against you. 

12. And lo! now it is harvest time; and, therefore, 
if ye espy out any farmer with his coat on, be ye sure 
that he rides two horses, keeps a greyhound ; yea, per- 
haps a pointer ; and, peradventure, curs also. 

13. And it shall be a sign unto you. 

14. Moreover, any carts that are going to market, and 
which contain turkeys, geese, chickens, ducks, &c. &c. 
ye may certainly reckon that the poor, infirm, old dri- 
vers thereof, get their daily bread thereby. 

15. Of a surety, their parishes will pay their taxes, 
lest they become a burthen unto them. 





re er 





* how does it well? Why, it does well to those who do il! Ergo, 
The gallows may do well tor thee !” So may we say—‘* the vr 
‘stem works well,—but how does it work weil? Why it works 
** well for those who work ill, or rather for those who do no work 
‘“atall. Ergo, the system way work well, for the tax-eatert. 
** though it work udhally il to the tax-payers.” 
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i6. Ye must also diligeatly inquire, and espy out ali 
igs, buggies, tandems, taxed-carts, &c.—in short, car- 
riages of every description ; and report thereon. 

17. For be it known unto you, that it shall not be 
lawful to wear, no, not so much asa pair of thickly-lined 
breeches, without paying a tax for a cushion. 

18. Finally, you must take heed that no dog remains 
untaxed, for, as I before warned you, they may be a sore 
unto you. 

19. Nevertheless, the dogs of tinkers, pedlars, potters, 
kc. ye may pass by ; behold, they are a lawless genera- 
tion; they will not submit unto my bondage. 

2), And the spies answered and said,—all that thou 
hast commanded, that will we do. 

21. And lo! they brought a false report. 

22. But the chief window-peeper regarded it not. 

23. For he said, I will now send my surcharges 
throughout the east, “whereby I shall get much gain. 

24. And the people murmured against the chief win- 
dow-peeper. 

25, And the murmurs of the people came to the eara 
of the elders, and of the priests. 

26. And they said, what aileth the people, that they 
murmur against the chief window- -peeper * 

7. Lo! we will a appoint a time that we may be certi- 
fied of this matter. 


28. Aud they did so. 
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TO CORR ESPON DENTS. 


———— ee 


The instance of the prostitution of the daily press is postpone 
until next week. 


Various communications wait an opportunity for insertion. 
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LO THE RIGHT HONGRABLE LORD JQHN 
RUSSELL. 
— 
LETTER II. 
My Lorp, Feb. 16, 1899. 
In my Letter of the 10th, published in Wooler's Britis) 
Gazelle, were given, as I conceive, unanswerable reasons why te- 
form ought to be completely radical. Towards a proof of this 
proposition, Lord Palmerston and the Marquis of Londonderry, iu 
the debate on Sir R. Wilson's case, have given no small aid, a 
a few words will hereafter shew. 

My present object is to draw your attention to a project. of Sir 
James Stewart, in his elaborate work in two volumes on Politica/ 
Economy, which will illustrate the Pet System, so much admired, 
and so strenuously supported by the landowners of the king. 
dom; who now, however, when perhaps too late, are opening 
their eyes to the ruin and degradation of themselves, which, as 
well as the utter enslavement of the nation, were the direct ob- 
jects of that system. 

Although the science of political economy, applied by an inde- 
pendent parliament and wise ministers, falls within the philosophy 
of governing; yet, in the hands of a corrupt parliament aud 
wicked ministers, it is an engine of despotism and of dreadful 
torture, as shall be exemplified by Sir James Stewart himself, who 
to the fourteenth chapter of his 2d book gives this title, ‘* secu 
rity, ease, and happiness, nu inseperable concomitants of trede 
and industry.” 

That author, as a political economist, considered 2 certain g° 
veroment of antiquity as a model of the highest perfection, a 
though it is known, that a great majority of the people were 
slaves treated with proverbial barbarity. Among such of our fat- 
iners as are obliged to plant their corn-ricks on the ground, it # 
part of their political economy, on housing the corn for threshing 
wut, to surround the ricks towards the latter end of the operation, 
wih men, boys and dogs, for destroying the rats by wholesale, 
zffurding to the hunters no small diversion, Just so in this 
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antient state, so admired by Sir James: Stewart, as a model of 
perfection, were the unhappy Siu Ves oceasionally surrounded, 
punted down and ‘* kitled off,” to the ve small delight of the aobil:- 
ty, their masters; who thus amused themselves in order that tha 
slaves might not become too numerous, 

But let the Baronet speak for himself. His words are these :—- 


“The republic of Lycurgus represents the most perfect plan of . 


political economy, ia my humble opinion, any where to be met 
with, either in antient or modern times.” I shall not, my Lord | 
follow the writer through the subtlety and sophistry of his insi- 
dious arguments, but hasten to his prapositions. Speaking of-a 
Prince placed at the head of a State, by which lie has taken care 
io shew that he meant England, ** let dim, ” says tie, ** engage 
the whole proprietors of land to renounce their several possessions 5 
—vor if that sappusition should appear too absurd, let him contract 
debts to the value of the whole property of the nation ;—let the 
Land Tax be imposed at twenty shillings in the pound, and then ley 
him become bankrupt to the creditors. Let the income of all the 
lands be collected throughout the country for the use of the 
State; let all the luxurious ar's be proscribed ; and let those em- 
ployed in them be formed under the former land proprietors, into a 
hody of regular troops, officers, and soldiers, provided with every 
(hiv necessary for their maintenance, and that of their wives and 
families at the public expence.”*** Let the peasants be EN- 
SLAVED, and be obliged to labour the ground, with no view of 
profit to themselves, but for simple subsistence.” ***° Let no fo- 
reign trade, and very little domestic, be encouraged ; but let every 
an, willing to serve as a soldier, be received and taken care of ; 
and those who either incline to he idle, or who are found super- 
duous, be sent ont of the country.’ 
* * * * * 

‘Such a system 6f POLITICAL ECONOMY, I readily grant, 
‘snot likely to take place; but if it ever did, would it not effec- 
tually dash to pieces the whole fabric of trade and industry ?” 

Well, my Lord, bave you not now before your eyes the spirit 
of the Pitt system > Has not the counsel of the wily political eco- 
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nome been followed to the very letter, as nearly as it was pits 


bie, under the circumstances, opinions, and habits of an Englist 


people, when so daring and diabolical a system was to be adopted 
Do not all the monstrous assertions of a Palmerstone anda 
Loudonderry, in support' of the treatment of Sir Robert Wilson, 
exemplify the doctrine which the writer has for more than 20 years 
preached, that we iive under a military despotism? 1s not all the 
jargen they uttered about prerogative, a gross insult to the up- 
derstanding of every man who has the slightest pretensions toe 
Knowledge of the Constitution, of which, even a Blackstone te- 
marks, that it hath for its ** eid and scope, political liberty!" 
And among the learned Whigs, who are so fond of boasting 
of the freedom established by the * glorious revolution,” and of 
the constiutional principles thes so plainly laid dowa, was there 
not im the Housé one to draw out and expose the ravelled shiver 
of sophistry exbibited by the two ministerial Lords? See we wot 
here the horrid effects of an unwritten Constitution, whieh ‘cor 
ript men cati explain to sigaify any corruplon—any injustice— 
avy abomination—even the last of ail curses, a military despotism! 
After this, my Lord, will you dream of the nibbling, and tin- 
keriig of moderate Reform? Can you desire yourcountry, the 
cradie of liberty aad the school of poiitical lore, to be disgraced 


in the eyes of ail the nations, trow Peru to Greece; for having 
retrograded iu kuowledge, and become dastard in, spirit; when 
she ought to assert her pre-eminence in the science of Reforine 
tion, by all the medns which God hath given her ! : 
We certainty need: not reject a Radical Reform, at any lauds 
whatever, but perhaps, iny Lord, it may be well to reflect on a 
certain parable in the Scripture. When a traveller bad fallen 
among thieves, who robbed, and s'ripped, and uearly murdered 
him, was it to be expected that the thieves themselves would bicé 
up his wounds—would nurse and restore him to health? Was 
it not, therefore, uecessary, that for these purposes, the parable 
should introduce a merciful Samaritan ? 
1 have the honour to subscribe myself, 
Your Lordship’s well wisher, 
JOous CARTWRIGHT. 
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